

<d) consistency within the RFP is needed, that is, prior to the sub-
mission of the RFP review dates, deliverable**, major project
activities and responsibilities should be checked Cor consis-
tency throughout the work statement of the RFP.

(e)  The research questions and policy issues that need to be
answered should be stated.

(f)  Levels of effort should be clearly stated.

(g)  The statistical precision requirements should bo stated and must
be reasonable for the level of effort specified.

{2}  Provide a forum to address the politics of data collection for NOES and
other Federal government data collection officials to discuss the
variations that exist between individual states, e.g., such as those states
that have a highly centralized administrative structure versus those that
are decentralized.

(3)  Develop and provide training and technical assistance to NCES and State
Department of Education staff on the fundamentals of data collection
practices and how to develop standard operatiny practices (SOP) for data
collection. Such services should include the following:

(a)  Training in the definitions of the variables of the data to be
collected, including an understanding of the practical aspects of
the concept of data accuracy (validity, reliability,

sampling, and completeness).

(b)  Training in the fundamentals of data handling and processing practices
including the practical "How To's" of the devalopment of in-range and
consistency data edits, database creation and organisational
techniques, advantages and disadvantages of alternative aggregation
levels of the data, and appropriate data linkage techniques.

(c)  Timeliness - the issues and importance of reporting data when it
can be useful to policy makers.

(4)  Encourage postsecondary educational institutions to include training in the
fundamentals of survey research in their curriculum for future educational
researchers, e.g., the practical methods of sampling, including an
understanding of both sampling and NON-sampling errors, practical survey
design and data collection methods, practical aspects of data handling and
processing, and experience in analyzing actual data sets and report
writing.
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